
January – constructive anonymous Critique Opportunity! 

Thanks to Andrew Paterson for kicking us off with his fun introduction to peer critiques. 
 

“Justice Traps The Guilty” 
 

Do you write comics in which the protagonist always goes to the electric chair in the final 
cell? 
Perhaps little bunnies play in the sweet wild-flower meadow as you dream of blue skies? 
Is your hero a big blue-eyed Scotsman, slightly grizzled by the rough and tumble of hard 
experience? 
Does the black abyss open for you, revealing the secrets of the Underworld? 
Maybe you meet your boyfriend at the Corner Cafe and chaff each other over milky coffee 
in white china cups? 
Do the electric notes of the Argentine Tango inform your trip to the library to research 
Che Guevara? 
Does the heroine begin her career washing dishes in the restaurants of the Balmoral 
Hotel? 
Does Love Conquer All - Amor Vincit Omnia? 
Does taking your pet to the vet provide unlimited thoughts, emotions and reflections to 
fill Mrs Dale’s Diary? 
 
If so, or if you have other writings to share, share them with us, your fellow sufferers, 
addicts of the word, slaves of the pen, the typewriter and the keyboard. 
 
We’ve been there. We are still there. We will be as kind and as generous as the Sultan of 
Samarkand, as viciously cruel as Albert Schweitzer. We will take what you have written 
and send it back to you, with our notes, our friendship and our jealous opinions, all 
wrapped in tartan ribbon. 
 
It will be soon. It will be sudden. Be Ready! Be Willing! 
 
 

BWF is trying something different for January 2022. It can be done from the comfort of 
your own home. Just email me your piece of prose or poetry (500 words max) and I’ll share it, 
anonymously, with 3 other members for their constructive critique. There’s no charge but if you 
submit something please be willing and available to critique fellow members’ work. You’re not 
expected to rewrite each piece but to note any repetitive words, grammar mistakes, story 
inconsistences, and to commend the bits that work well. Encourage rather than discourage - but be 
honest and objective. If your piece is a part story, it will help if you provide some background. 

Entries to reach me by Friday, 7 January 2022, so I can distribute between members. 
Comments to be returned to me by 24 January which I will collate and return to the appropriate 
authors. Please submit your piece as a word document, double line spacing, title only, no name. 
Please give your name in the email accompanying your entry. It’s as simple as that! To summarise: 

Email: bwfsusan@gmail.com 

• By Friday, 7th Jan. 2022 – up to 500 words of prose or poetry in a word document, no name. 

• By Monday 24th January email me your observations and thoughts re the pieces I send you. 

• By 31st January expect to receive your peers’ constructive critiques. 
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