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“Happy birthday, Nana. How does it feel to be a pensioner? You’ll have plenty of time to do what-
ever takes your fancy.” Angela hugged her beloved grandmother, kissing her on both cheeks. Rest-
ing her hands on the elderly lady’s shoulders, she added: “So, are you pleased with the Harvey We-
instein sentence? They say he’ll probably die in prison.” 

Straightening her spectacles, Angela’s nana said: “I know you think of me as an out-of-date reac-
tionary, but we women have been struggling against misogyny for all fifty years of my working life. 
Many male attitudes haven’t changed much in all that time. There was a popular singer, who, in 
1971, recorded a song about this. In it was this line: ‘I am still an embryo with a long, long way to 
go until I make my brother understand’. Every decade since has shown me examples of this very 
thing against which we are – still – protesting.” 

Angela snuggled closer. “Tell me!” she said. 

Patting her grand-daughter’s hand, Nana said: “You’ve asked for it. Very well. Here we go. 

“Almost ten years after the recording of that song, an American film maker made a movie entitled 
‘10’. The premise of the plot was the objectifying of women by allocating them a number between 
one and ten, ten being perfect. This movie was touted as being a comedy. 

“Move on another ten years and my career took a different turn. I become responsible for, among 
other things, dealing with court cases concerning women referred to me by the women’s refuge 
movement. These cases taught me a lot about violence against women. 

“The new millennium arrived and, with it, a rash of legislation in various countries concerning vio-
lence against women. Thirty years have passed since that song and many male attitudes had 
changed very little. There were even new offences included in these laws, like stalking, and people 
trafficking. Scotland, my home country, was the first to acknowledge marital rape as criminal. 

“In 2010, a United Nations estimate suggested that seventy per cent of women experience sexual 
violence. The media was taking notice, reporting incidents of misogyny by men prominent in soci-
ety, but many paid no attention. 

“It has taken a further ten years before the rape and sexual harassment trial of a man prominent in 
public life received widespread publicity. That was the Harvey Weinstein trial and it has been re-
ferred to as a watershed case. 

“There is a further scandal with ramifications, both in America, and here in Britain. Jeffrey Epstein 
was a businessman, friendly with Donald Trump, and Prince Andrew. Epstein died in prison before 
he came to trial, giving conspiracy theorists a focus. The FBI wants to talk with Prince Andrew, but 
he has so far resisted doing so. 



“Angela, dearest, fifty years of opposing misogyny is long enough. Your generation must take up 
that baton. I like your idea that I might do as I fancy. I may write a book, a 20th-century history of 
man’s inhumanity to woman.”


