
A Friendly Guide to Open Mic Events for BWF Readers 
 
Welcome all BWF Open Mic Readers! 
 
These are a few hints and tips to help make the BWF Open Mic Events enjoyable for 
both readers and the audience. Whether you're a nervous first-timer or an 
experienced reader, please take time to read these notes. 
 
What to choose to read? Whatever you want, as long as you wrote it yourself! It can 
be a piece of flash fiction, an extract from a longer story, a few paragraphs from your 
latest book or previous publication, poetry or non-fiction. Please bear in mind that 
there may be under-18s present. 
 
Timing: there does need to be a time limit for each reader. Because of the interest in 
the event, there's likely to be a tight schedule so that everybody who has asked has 
an opportunity to read. Very occasionally, depending on how many readers there are, 
some might be able to read twice.  
 
Five minutes isn't long, so you'll only be able to present a small sample of your work 
(as a rough guide, that's about 600-800 words of prose). Your time starts when you 
begin speaking and it includes any preamble or explanation you may wish to make. 
If you overrun, later readers may have a tired, fidgety audience or even lose their 
chance to read. Even small overruns add up: five readers overrunning by one minute 
= a slot for another reader. 
 
Please, as a courtesy to other readers, try not to take more than your share. Read 
your work to the cat or the hamster, try it out on a friend, mutter it to your screen, but 
please practise your timing before the event. If you are unable to find a good place to 
stop or you find yourself rushing, consider choosing a shorter piece. 
 
We hope you enjoy taking part in the event and look forward to hearing your work 
and celebrating the writing talent in the Borders. Thank you for sharing with our 
forum. 
 
Borders Writers’ Forum committee 
 



 


