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Through Scottish Book Trust the forum has received funding 
to bring professional authors to the Borders. Their goal is to 
inspire writers of all abilities and to create enthusiasm among 
forum members. Sessions will feature differing genres, acting 
as springboards in stimulating members’ thought processes 
and influencing future work.

CHAIR
MARGARET SKEA
margaretskea@hotmail.co.uk

VICE CHAIR
CAMPBELL HUTCHESON
campbelldhutcheson@gmail.com

TREASURER
SARAH JOHNSTON
jsarah2163@gmail.com

SECRETARY
TONY PARKINSON
tony65parkinson@gmail.com

COMMITTEE MEMBERS
Ros Anderson, Hayley Emberey, Anne Stormont,  

Pat Watts  (email details available on the website)

Please feel free to contact a committee member 
with any queries, comments or suggestions.

The landscape of the Borders offers great inspiration to all writers 
whether professional or aspiring. Many of the forum’s members 
weave Scotland’s social and cultural history into the heart of their 
stories and poetry.

BORDERS WRITERS’ FORUM AIMS TO:
• promote interest and raise the profile of contemporary local writers
• provide a focus for writing-related events in the Scottish Borders
• provide networking opportunities
• support professional development through talks, regular readings 

and workshops
• offer encouragement and advice to those budding authors starting 

out on their literary journeys

ALL IN A FRIENDLY AND SUPPORTIVE ENVIRONMENT
• New members always welcome.
• Membership - £15 per annum.
• Non-members also welcome - £3 per meeting.

Meetings take place at 7pm for 7.20pm start on the third Thursday 
of every month, September to June (December meeting will be the 
second Thursday)

Each evening is timed to coincide with bus services and will begin with 
refreshments and an opportunity to mingle. In the majority of cases BWF 
is able to offer a lift home where necessary.

Venue 
The venue is in the Lesser Hall, St Boswells Village Hall, Jenny Moore’s 
Road (just off Main Street), St Boswells.

Find out more about Borders Writers’ Forum events at:
www.borderswritersforum.org.uk
www.liveborders.org.uk/whatson

CABN Bulletin email or www.cabn.info
on Facebook at Borders Writers’ Forum

Additional information on writing available at:
www.scottishbooktrust.com
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www.borderswritersforum.org.uk
Find us online at www.liveborders.org.uk/whatson

Or on the CABN Bulletin email
Or on Facebook at Borders Writers’ Forum

Friday 15th June 2018 5.30pm  
in the Knight Frank Marquee
Border Voices return to the festival for the eighth year running. Enjoy an 
hour of luminous poetry and fiction as local authors from Borders Writers 
Forum read live from recently released titles. Members include award-
winning author, Margaret Skea. This is followed by a Q+A session plus 
an opportunity to browse the participants’ and other members’ books, 
and to chat informally to the authors themselves. 

Tickets: £6.00 available through the Borders Book Festival website or 
on sale in the bookshop on the night.

Bernard MacLaverty was born in Belfast but now 
lives in Glasgow. He has written five books of short 
stories (most of which are in his Collected Short 
Stories) and five novels – Lamb, Cal, Grace Notes 
(short listed for the Booker Prize), The Anatomy 
School and Midwinter Break. The last of these won Novel of the Year at 
the Irish Book Awards (2017). He has written versions of his fiction for 
other media - radio and television plays, libretti and screenplays.

Theresa Breslin, multi-award winning author of 
over 50 books covering every age range. Her 
work includes folklore (The Dragon Stoorworm 
and two Illustrated Treasury collections of Scottish 
traditional tales), historical novels (Remembrance) 
and modern issues (Divided City), humorous 
books, fantasy, short stories, poetry and plays. 
She won the Carnegie Medal for Whispers in the 
Graveyard. Her latest book, Mary, Queen of Scots: 
Escape from Loch Leven Castle - the story of Mary’s daring escape, 
is a spectacular children’s picture book with stunning illustrations. 
The Rasputin Dagger, a recent novel for older readers, is set in St 
Petersburg and Siberia at the time of the Russian Revolution. 

Want some constructive feedback on your writing? Bring along five 
copies of a piece of your work: maximum length for prose - 500 words, 
poetry - two poems. Do not put your name anywhere on the page, 
so that authors remain anonymous. Reading and discussion will take 
place in small groups, with constructive comment and feedback given 
to the whole group. ‘Owning-up’ to your work is entirely voluntary!

In addition to writing books, Sarah Painter runs The 
Worried Writer website and podcast, which aims to 
help other writers to overcome fear, self-doubt and 
procrastination. Her non-fiction title Stop Worrying; 
Start Writing: How to overcome fear, self-doubt 

and procrastination, has gathered positive reviews from both aspiring 
and established writers. YA author, Keris Stainton, called it ‘Inspiring, 
comforting, warm and wise.’
Novels include In The Light of What We See, the magical The Language 
of Spells, and her latest Beneath The Water, set in Arisaig on the west 
coast of Scotland in the present day and in Victorian Edinburgh. 

Games, readings and book sales intermingled with festive food and drink. 
Donations on the night will go to Blackwell’s Christmas Appeal. Bring 
along your speciality fare and look forward to a fun-packed evening.

Elspeth Turner, the co-author of Tweed Dales: Journeys and 
Evocations along with Donald Smith, talks about the principles, 
practicalities and (potential) pitfalls and problems of co-writing.

All relevant papers and other details will be circulated via email in advance 
of the meeting. After the AGM, members will be given an opportunity to 
read from their own work, whether published or in progress.

BWF takes a trip to Melrose for this social event, which will include 
readings from members of both groups and a light buffet supper.

Robert Leach has written plays, poems, travel books and theatre books. 
Dionysia Press, Edinburgh, published four collections of his poetry, 
Indigo Dreams published his epic, The Journey to Mount Kailash, and 
his work has appeared in many anthologies and magazines. He is 
also an experienced theatre practitioner, having acted professionally 
in USA and directed in Moscow. He created The Lichfield Mysteries, a 
day-long festival based on his adaptations of medieval mystery plays, 
and has written many books on drama and theatre arts.

‘He said, she said.’ A look at the Dos and Don’ts of effective dialogue 
with Margaret Skea, award-winning novelist and short story writer. 
www.margaretskea.com

Saturday 23rd June from 9.45am  
at St Boswells Village Hall
There’s still time to book a place on Write Down 
South’s full day writing event, in the heart of the 
Scottish Borders. Beneficial to both experienced 
and budding authors alike. The day of presenta-
tions and prose or poetry workshops is hosted by 
Borders Writers’ Forum in conjunction with Scot-
tish Association of Writers. 

How to book: full details at www.borderswritersforum.org.uk

£39.00 inclusive of refreshments and lunch.

Saturday 1st September 2018 2.00pm – 4.00pm 
at Chambers Institute 
Open Mic Event – ever more popular, we 
advise early booking to guarantee a five-
minute slot. The event is open to poetry 
and prose readings in any genre, with 
no advance fee to participate. Readers’ 
books are on sale with an opportunity for one-to-one discussions 
with the authors. Doors open at 1.30pm. A ‘Pay as you Please’ event. 
Refreshments are available at reasonable prices.

Email hayleyemberey@gmail.com to book a slot or for further 
details, or ring on 07923 129928 or 01896 850706, or check out the 
CABN Bulletin and Facebook. www.borderswritersforum.org.uk

Borders Book FestivaL 20th sePtemBer 2018 
Live Literature Session

21st marCh 2019  
Live Literature Session

17th January 2019 ‘Blind’ Critique Evening

15th novemBer 2018 
Live Literature Session

13th deCemBer 2018 Members’ Xmas Night

21st FeBruary 2019 
Co-writing

18th aPriL 2019 AGM and Members’ Night

16th may 2019 Drama with Robert Leach

18th oCtoBer 2018 Dialogue by Margaret Skea

Creative PeeBLes FestivaL

reiving & Weaving

www.borderswritersforum.org.uk www.borderswritersforum.org.uk www.borderswritersforum.org.uk

Borders Writers’ Forum Programme 2018-2019

BERNARD MACLAVERTY

SARAH PAINTER

THERESA BRESLIN

Presentation One: Reiving 
Stealing stories from life - where fact and fiction 

meet by Margaret Skea. Award-winning novelist 

and short story writer. 

Presentation Two: A Sense of Place 

Using setting and landscape to create the 

background to a story by Rosemary Goring.  

Writer and journalist - Scotland on Sunday, The 

Herald and Sunday Herald, her books include 

Scotland: The Autobiography, After Flodden and 

Dacre’s War. 

Reiving & Weaving 

Workshops: on the concept of Weaving -  

a choice of prose or poetry 

* Prose - Structuring a story by Tom Murray. 

Award-winning full time writer, playwright and poet.

* Poetry - A Tapestry of Words by Robert Leach. 

Accomplished theatre director, University lecturer, 

writer, poet and former journalist. 

There will be opportunities to browse members’ 

published books in the BWF and SAW bookstall.

TO BOOK
Visit www.borderswritersforum.org.uk, look for the  

Reiving & Weaving Registration pdf and follow the instructions.  

Or text 07519 154394 with your name and the best time  

to contact you - we’ll return the call and carry out  

your booking request.

Borders Writers’ Forum can also be found online at 

www.liveborders.org.uk/whatson, on the CABN Bulletin email,  

or on Facebook at Borders Writers’ Forum.

Write Down South Presents

A full day event in the Scottish Borders 

featuring presentations and prose or poetry workshops 

for budding and experienced authors & poets

Saturday 23rd June 2018, 9.45 am to 4.00 pm

St Boswells Village Hall
£39.00 including refreshments and lunch

Event organised by Borders Writers’ Forum in  

conjunction with the Scottish Association of Writers

(search the village hall online  

for map and directions)

18312 Tony Parkinson Reiving & Weaving.indd   1
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20th June 2019 
Joint meeting with Melrose Literary Society


