
www.borderswritersforum.org.uk

Programme
2 0 1 7 - 2 0 1 8



www.borderswritersforum.org.uk
Find us online at www.liveborders.org.uk/whatson

Or on the CABN Bulletin email
Or on Facebook at Borders Writers’ Forum

Tuesday 27th June 2017 from 9.30am to 5pm
at Borders General Hospital

Tuesday 31st October 2017 from 9.30am to 5pm
at Scottish Widows, Edinburgh
Members have two opportunities to bring along and sell their own works. 
Offers to man the table at either venue welcome.  A 50p charge per book 
sold will be levied to cover table hire/administration costs.

Saturday 26th August 2017 2.30pm – 4.30pm 
at Eastgate Theatre
ABRIDGED anthology readings – BWF members present a range of 
poetry, prose and non-fiction from the fifth anthology, followed by an 
opportunity to talk with the authors and browse the bookstall, which will 
include works by other forum members. Entry £5. Doors open at 2pm.

Saturday 2nd September 2017 2.30pm – 4.30pm 
at Silver Tree Studios, Pennel’s Close
Open Mic Event – ever more popular, we advise early booking to 
guarantee a five-minute slot. The event 
is open to poetry and prose in any 
genre, and is free to all participants. 
Readers’ books are on sale with an 
opportunity for one-to-one discussions 
with the authors. Doors open at 2pm. 
A ‘Pay as you Please’ event.

Email hayleyemberey@gmail.com to book a slot or for further 
details, or ring on 07923 129928 or 01896 850706, or check out the 
CABN Bulletin and Facebook.  www.borderswritersforum.org.uk

Copies of the fifth BWF anthology will be on sale at 
the Borders Book Festival (from 15th June) and at 
the BWF meeting (29th June).

Twenty-one members have contributed poetry, 
prose and non-fiction on the theme of ‘bridge’, 
whether physical, metaphorical or psychological.

Members are able to purchase at the following 
favourable rates: one for £4, two for £7.50 or three 
for £10.

TABLE TOP MEMBERS’ BOOKS SALES

ABRIDGED ANTHOLOGY

CREATIVE PEEBLES FESTIVAL

Open Mic Event – ever more popular, we advise early booking to 

www.borderswritersforum.org.uk

Copies of the fifth BWF anthology will be on sale at 
the Borders Book Festival (from 15th June) and at 



Haddington’s Peter Kerr is the author of the best-selling 
Snowball Oranges series of Mallorcan travelogues, now 
translated into 14 languages. A former jazz musician, 
record producer and farmer, he also writes fiction, ranging 
in genre from the humour-laced Bob Burns Investigates 
trilogy to an historical - Song of the Eight Winds. Although his latest book, Don’t 
Call Me Clyde!, recalls memories of his life as clarinetist/leader of Scotland’s 
premier jazz band, the Clyde Valley Stompers, in early-60s London, his focus 
at the forum will be his travel writing. “Kerr writes with a combination of nice 
observation and gentle humour” (The Sunday Times). www.peter-kerr.co.uk

‘He said, she said.’ A look at the Dos and Don’ts of effective dialogue, with 
award-winning novelist, Margaret Skea.  www.margaretskea.com

Social media and marketing unwrapped with Wendy 
H. Jones, the best-selling author of The DI Shona 
McKenzie Mysteries and the Fergus and Flora 
Mysteries. Born in Dundee, she had a varied career, 
including in the armed forces and education, before 

concentrating on writing. She is an accomplished speaker, drawing 
on her marketing training and extensive practical experience, and has 
presented seminars on marketing at home and abroad, including the 
2016 World Mystery Convention at Boucheron, New Orleans.

Games, readings and book sales, with donations to Blackwell’s 
Christmas Appeal and festive food and drink. Bring along your speciality 
fare to ensure a fun-packed evening.

Want some constructive feedback on your writing? Bring along five 
copies of a piece of your work: maximum length for prose - 500 words, 
poetry - two poems. Do not put your name anywhere on the page, so 
that authors remain anonymous. Reading and discussion will take place 
in small groups, with constructive comment and feedback given to the 
whole group. ‘Owning-up’ to your work is entirely voluntary!

21st SEPTEMBER 2017
Live Literature Session 

18th JANUARY 2018 Dialogue by Margaret Skea

16th NOVEMBER 2017 
Live Literature Session

7th DECEMBER 2017 Members’ Xmas Night

19th OCTOBER 2017 ‘Blind’ Critique Evening

www.borderswritersforum.org.uk
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Rowena, a freelance illustrator for eight years 
has experience in general book illustration and 
particularly children’s illustration. Her debut book 
Ruan The Little Red Squirrel was published in 2016 
by Forth Books and written by Rachel McGaw. Her 
second children’s book The Kilted Coo by Rachel 
McGaw, published by Forth Books will be available 
in the 3rd quarter of 2017. www.rowenaaitken.com

James Robertson is a multi-award-winning
author and poet, editor, novelist and publisher 
in both Scots and English. Since his first 
publication of a short story collection in 1991, 
he has written more than twenty books for both 
adults and children. His versatility is reflected in his novel awards, 
which include the Saltire Book of the Year, the Scottish Arts Council 
book of the Year, and the long-list of the Man Booker Prize. His 
latest book To be continued…  ‘An utterly mad, entirely heart-
warming Highland adventure’ is on the shortlist for the Wodehouse 
Comic Fiction Prize 2017.

Relevant papers and full details will be circulated in advance of the 
meeting. Members will have an opportunity to read from their own 
work, whether published or in progress.

Any member contemplating the self-publishing route will gain 
knowledge from this informative and hands-on evening. Small groups 
will be taken through a practical step-by-step guide on Microsoft 
Word with the ultimate goal of successfully formatting a manuscript. 
The software produces positive results for digital and paperback.

BWF takes a trip to West Linton or Carlops for this social event, which 
will include readings from members of both groups and a light buffet 
supper. Car sharing will be organised nearer the time.

15th MARCH 2018 
Illustration with Rowena Aitken

15th FEBRUARY 2018 
Live Literature Session

19th APRIL 2018 AGM and Members’ Night

21st JUNE 2018 It’s all in the ‘Word’!

17th MAY 2018 Joint meeting with Pentland Writers

www.borderswritersforum.org.uk
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LIVE LITERATURE PROGRAMME

2017 – 2018 COMMITTEE

www.borderswritersforum.org.uk

The forum has received funding through Scottish Book Trust 
to bring professional authors to the Borders. Their goal is to 
inspire writers of all abilities and to create enthusiasm among 
forum members. Sessions will feature differing genres, acting 
as a springboard for members’ work and leading to readings 
and feedback at subsequent meetings.

CHAIR
MARGARET SKEA
margaretskea@hotmail.co.uk

VICE CHAIR/TREASURER
SARAH JOHNSTON
jsarah2163@gmail.com

SECRETARY
TONY PARKINSON
tony65parkinson@gmail.com

COMMITTEE MEMBERS
Ros Anderson, Heather Bolton, 
Hayley Emberey, Campbell 
Hutcheson, Pat Watts
(email details available on the website)

Please feel free to contact 
a committee member with 
any queries, comments 
or suggestions.

Ros Anderson, Heather Bolton, 



BORDERS WRITERS’ FORUM

The landscape of the Borders offers great inspiration to all writers 
whether professional or aspiring. Many of the forum’s members 
weave Scotland’s social and cultural history into the heart of their 
stories and poetry.

BORDERS WRITERS’ FORUM AIMS TO:
• promote interest and raise the profile of contemporary local writers
• provide a focus for writing-related events in the Scottish Borders
• provide networking opportunities
• support professional development through talks, regular readings 

and workshops
• offer encouragement and advice to those budding authors starting 

out on their literary journeys

ALL IN A FRIENDLY AND SUPPORTIVE ENVIRONMENT
• New members always welcome.
• Membership - £15 per annum.
• Non-members also welcome - £3 per meeting.

Meetings take place at 7pm for 7.20pm start on the third Thursday 
of every month, September to June (December meeting will be first 
Thursday).

Each evening is timed to coincide with bus services and will begin with 
refreshments and an opportunity to mingle. In the majority of cases BWF 
is able to offer a lift home where necessary.

Venue 
The venue is in the Lesser Hall, St Boswells Village Hall, Jenny Moore’s 
Road (just off Main Street), St Boswells.

Find out more about Borders Writers’ Forum events at:

www.borderswritersforum.org.uk

www.liveborders.org.uk/whatson

CABN Bulletin email or www.cabn.info

on Facebook at Borders Writers’ Forum

Additional information on writing available at:
www.scottishbooktrust.com
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