
Live Literature Programme

The Forum has received funding through Scottish Book Trust in order to 
bring two recognised professional authors to the Borders. Their goal is 
not only to inspire writers of all abilities but also to create enthusiasm 
amongst Forum members. Sessions will feature differing genres, acting 
as a springboard for members’ work, leading to readings and feedback 
at subsequent meetings.
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committee member with queries, 
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Borders Writers’ Forum

The landscape of  the Scottish Borders offers great inspiration to all writers 
whether professional or aspiring. Many of  the Forum’s members weave 
Scotland’s social and cultural history into the heart of  their stories and poetry.

BORDERS WRITERS’ FORUM AIMS TO:

• promote interest and raise the profile of  contemporary local    
  writers
• provide a focus for writing-related events in the Scottish  
  Borders
• provide networking opportunities
• support professional development through talks, regular 
  readings and workshops
ALL IN A FRIENDLY AND SUPPORTIVE ENVIRONMENT.

New members always welcome. 
Membership - £10 per annum. 
Non-members also welcome - £3 per meeting.  

Meetings take place at 7pm for 7.20pm start on the third 
Thursday of  every month, September to June.* 
* December meeting on second Thursday.
Each evening is timed to coincide with bus services and will begin with 
refreshments and an opportunity to mingle.

Venue
The new venue is in the Lesser Hall, St Boswells Village Hall, Jenny 
Moore’s Road (just off  Main Street), St Boswells.

Find out more about Borders Writers’ Forum events at:
www.borderswritersforum.org.uk
What’s On magazine 
CABN Bulletin email or www.cabn.info
Additional information on writing available at:
www.scottishbooktrust.com 
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Saturday 18th June 2016 
2 - 4pm (doors open 1.45pm)
Corn Exchange, Melrose

Following on from recent success in 2015 – early 2016, the Borders 
Writers’ Forum will continue with Open Mic Events. The first one on 
Saturday 18th June in the William Hill Room, Corn Exchange, Melrose 
coincides with the Borders Book Festival. Those wishing to read are 
advised to book early as the five-minute (maximum) slots are becoming 
ever more popular. The event is open to everyone over eight years of age 
so the choice of material should be appropriate.

Entrance is free, with refreshments 
available at modest prices. Readers’ 
books are on sale with an opportunity for 
one-to-one discussions with the authors. 

To book a slot or for further details:
email hayleyemberey@gmail.com or ring 
on 07518 381852 or 01896 850706, or see 
the CABN Bulletin.

STOP PRESS … 2nd OPEN MIC EVENT … CHAMBERS 
INSTITUTE … PEEBLES … 27TH AUGUST … 1.30 -  4.30 … 
IN CONJUNCTION WITH PEEBLES ART FESTIVAL …

www.borderswritersforum.org.uk www.borderswritersforum.org.uk

15th SEPTEMBER 2016
 Live Literature Session

www.borderswritersforum.org.uk 
Or look us up in What’s On Magazine 

or on the CABN Bulletin email 

Borders Book FestivaL

Nine Forum members present a taste of  their most recent works in the Knight 
Frank Marquee. Enjoy an hour of  luminous poetry and award-winning fiction – 
including contemporary, historical and crime. Members reading include those 
featured in the Festival programme plus Chris Harvie, Toni Parks, Margaret 
Skea and Robert Leach.

Tickets at £6 are available from the Borders Book Festival 
website: www.bordersbookfestival.org 

or at the box office on the day.

Sunday 19th June 2016 
12 noon – 1pm
Knight Frank Marquee, Melrose
The sixth Borders Writers’ Forum event at 
Borders Book Festival.

www.borderswritersforum.org.uk

Borders Writers’ Forum Programme 2016 – 2017

Jonathan Falla

A fiction workshop considering how the 
senses are used in different settings to drive 
the story. The focus will be on Flaubert, Hardy 
and Jo Falla’s own work.

An accomplished author, Jo teaches Arts for 
the Open University and is Director of the 
Creative Writing Summer School at St Andrews 
University. Awards have included a Fulbright Fellowship to the USC film 
school (Los Angeles), a Creative Scotland Award in 2007, a PEN fiction 
prize and the short list for the National Short Story Prize. His work is 
largely based on experiences abroad and includes theatre for stage and 
radio, a BBC feature film, a musical libretto, ethnography, history, poetry 
translation and five novels.

Photograph courtesy Tina Norris 

20th OCTOBER 2016 - Jo Falla Workshop Follow-on

An opportunity for members’ readings and feedback.

17th NOVEMBER 2016
 Live Literature Session

Catherine 
Czerkawska

A workshop on writing for screen, radio and 
stage through examples of Catherine’s work.
Catherine is an ex Royal Literary Fund Writing 
Fellow, with many years of experience as a 
professional playwright for radio, theatre and 
television. More recently, she has written and 
published several well-researched historical 
and contemporary novels, including her most 
recent title, The Jewel, about the life and 
times of Jean Armour,  wife of Robert Burns. 

8th DECEMBER 2016
Members’ Xmas Night & Catherine 
Czerkawska Workshop Follow-on

Games, readings and book sales, with donations to 
Blackwell’s Children’s Christmas Appeal and festive 
food and drink. Bring along your speciality fare to 
ensure a fun-packed evening.

19th JANUARY 2017
Eildon Tree Editors’ Perspective

Pointers on submission to magazines - how to present them and what 
to avoid. Plus analysis of some published work and what made them 
stand out.

16th FEBRUARY 2017
 Where do poems come from?

Jane Pearn thinks aloud about inspiration and trying to make language 
sing. She will explore how form and meaning can walk hand in hand 

and will share some examples.

16th MARCH 2017
The Art of Plotting by Janet O’Kane

Janet, a local author of two novels set in the Scottish 
Borders, will explore the importance of plot via crime 
fiction. 

20th APRIL 2017
 AGM and members’ night

Relevant papers and full details will be circulated in advance of the 
meeting. Members will then be able to read from their own work, 

whether published or in progress.

18th MAY 2017
Self-publishing v Mainstream 

.
A members’ panel discussion. Hear from experienced local authors on 
the pros and cons for both options and decide which suits you best 
and which is most cost-effective. 

15th JUNE 2017
 Joint meeting of Borders Writers’ 

Forum and Kelso Writers’ Group

This social event includes readings from members of both groups
 and a light buffet supper.
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