
PAST & PRESENT
h o m e  a n d  a w a y

Borders

Writers’
Forum

Nine Borders-inspired 
authors reading live from 
their most recent works

AT THE BORDERS BOOK FESTIVAL

SUNDAY 19TH JUNE 
12 NOON – 1PM 

IN THE KNIGHT FRANK MARQUEE
Join in their literary journeys, both home and away, in 
the atmospheric setting of the Borders Book Festival. 

www.bordersbookfest iva l .org

‘A dazzling storyteller’ – Amy Scheibe, 
Simon & Schuster 
Dolly the Sheep is anointed by angels, a girl rugby-
scrums Scottish country dancers, an old horse 
bequeaths its bones, an artist wraps a town in a 
shimmering canopy… 23 stories of  extraordinary 
imagination, with a hint of  Scottish Gothic. Many of  
Jules’ stories have won prizes or been adapted for the stage or radio. This 
new collection brings them together for the first time. NANONOVELS is 
another of  Jules’ recent publications.

ABOUT THE AUTHOR
Jules Horne is an award-winning playwright and fiction writer from Hawick. 
Her plays have been broadcast on BBC Radio and she has won two Scotsman 
Edinburgh Festival Fringe Firsts and the RL Stevenson Award. She is a former 
BBC journalist and studied German and French at Oxford University.

Genre: Literary Fiction
ISBN: Wrapped Town 9780993435430 Price £8.99
ISBN: Nanonovels 9780993435416 Price £7.99
Publisher & website: Texthouse www.texthouse.co.uk
Distributor & website: Amazon https://www.amazon.co.uk
Author blog & website: www.juleshorne.com

wRaPPed Town & 
oTheR SToRIeS
 by Jules Horne

LoVe SonGS To The nILGIRI 
hILLS
by Robert Leach

Robert Leach’s fifth collection of  poems has been 
published with financial support from Creative 
Scotland. The poems are an eclectic mix of  
observations, stories and reflections, many from far 
away - India, Russia, Iraq, Ireland. The book includes 
the sequence of  poems retelling the story of  Oisin and 
Niamh of  the golden hair in a modern voice, White Owl Caught in a Thicket.

Genre: poetry
ISBN: 978-1-903171-47-9 Price £7.50
Publisher: Dionysia Press, Edinburgh aBoUT RUSSIa

by Robert Leach

This collection brings together poems written over nearly 
40 years, during which time the author has travelled 
regularly to Russia, working there both in the theatre and 
at Moscow University. It is a heterogeneous collection, 
reflecting the many sides of that extraordinary country.

Genre: poetry
ISBN: 978-1-909289-12-3 Price £4.00

Publisher: QQ Press, Rothesay, Isle of  Bute

www.bordersbookfest iva l .org

CaUSe & eFFeCT 
by Toni Parks

The final book in the Gemini Borders Trilogy is a crime 
thriller featuring twin sisters, Jessica and Emma. Time 
and events have brought them back together some 
33 years after their birth and subsequent contrasting 
backgrounds. Jessica faces her demons and pays the 
price, while Emma shakes off  her habit and shows 
her true, steely self. Emma’s old flame, DI Barnham, 
continues his journey down memory-lost lane, 
accepting his bread is better buttered on the other side.

ABOUT THE AUTHOR
Toni Parks is the pseudonym of  Tony Parkinson. He started writing at the 
ripe age of  61, on retiring to the Scottish Borders. With a background in 
advertising, although not in the creative field, he challenged himself  to write a 
novel. One became three, with more to come.

Genre: Crime Thriller
ISBN: 978-0-9926261-3-6 304pp Price £7.99 Kindle £1.99
Publisher: Double Elephant Associates
Distributor’s website: www.amazon.co.uk

a hoUSe dIVIded 
 by Margaret Skea

Set in the closing years of  the 16th century, A 
House Divided continues the tale of  a fictional family 
trapped at the centre of  a notorious historic feud. 
The Cunninghame / Montgomerie truce in Ayrshire is 
fragile and, for the Munro family, living in hiding under 
assumed names, these are dangerous times. 
A sweeping tale of  compassion and cruelty, treachery 
and sacrifice set against the backdrop of  feuding 
clans, the French Wars of  Religion and the Great Scottish Witch Hunt of  
1597. 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR
An award-winning short story writer and novelist, Margaret Skea grew up 
in Ulster during the Troubles. Her credits include Neil Gunn, Mslexia, Fish 
and the Beryl Bainbridge Best First Time Novelist 2014 for Turn of  the Tide. 
The sequel, A House Divided, was long-listed for the Historical Novel Society 
New Novel Award 2015 and she was chosen as one of  six Scottish authors 
featured in the Reading Agency Home Grown Talent programme.

Genre: Scottish Historical Fiction
ISBN: 978-0-9933331-0-1 Price £8.99
Publisher: Sanderling Books
Available in all good bookshops and online
Author website: www.margaretskea.com  

Printed by footeprint, Jedburgh • 01835 862667

www.bordersbookfest iva l .org
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any newS FRom IndIa? 
by Dorothy Bruce

What makes us unique beings, feeding our sense 
of  who we are - family, situation, place, or our 
interpretation of  these? 
When a stranger knocks at her door clutching a 
photograph, Ro fears disturbing family secrets. Aitken 
oozes guilt at the impending sale of  Berefield, his 
Borders family home that encapsulates the essence 
of  his being, while the legacy of  Maitla’s partner 
poses tormenting questions.
Who and what links all three, making them who they are?

ABOUT THE AUTHOR
Working on her fourth novel, Dorothy Bruce is also an occasional restaurant 
critic, photographer and one-time dabbler in paints. Her play, See Them Rats, 
toured the Borders in 2012, while her short story, Bowler and Bunnet, Felt and 
Fascinator, was shortlisted for the H G Wells short story competition 2015.

Genre: Contemporary Fiction 
ISBN:  978-0-9932220-3-0 PRICE £8.99
Publisher & website: Twinlaw Publishing www.twinlawpublishing.co.uk
Distributor & website: Twinlaw Publishing www.twinlawpublishing.co.uk
Promotional video: https://youtube/9SZs5UPLgzo 
Author’s website: www.twinlawpublishing.co.uk
Author’s blog: http://jingsandthings.wordpress.com

FamILIaR yeT FaR: The 
SToRy oF oISIn KeLLy
by Iona Carroll

VoICeS
by Oliver Eade

A widowed sci-fi writer can’t understand why his 
granddaughter has taken against him. When a 
neighbour’s body turns up in the writer’s garden, is this 
linked to the man’s past guilt or voices that emerged 
from his computer inspiring his latest novel about an 
alien takeover of  Earth via the internet? A tale of  
murder, family love and child abuse, seen through 
the eyes of  a grandfather, a father and a young girl.

ABOUT THE AUTHOR
Oliver Eade is a retired hospital doctor, grandfather and writer of  children’s, 
teenage and adult fiction. He won the Local Legend Spiritual Writing 
Competition 2012, the WAAYB New Novel Competition 2008 and was       
long-listed for the Waterstones Children’s Book Prize 2009. He also writes 
plays, one of  which went on tour in 2012.

Genre: Mainstream
ISBN: 978-1-909411-47-0 Price £6.99 Kindle £2.08
Publisher & website: Mauve Square Publishing 
www.mauvesquarepublishing.com
Distributor & website: Lightning Source/Ingram
www.lightningsource.com
Author website: www.olivereade.co.uk
Blog: olivereade.blogspot.co.uk 

The deVIL’S STaIn 
by Pamela Gordon Hoad

Harry Somers is a young physician in the household 
of  Humphrey, Duke of  Gloucester, uncle to King Henry 
VI of  England. After his success in solving a murder, 
he is led into darker intrigues and rash entanglements 
until he is accused of  involvement in a treasonable 
plot. Racked with guilt and self-disgust, he looks back 
over the events, which resulted in his imprisonment in 
the Tower of  London where he faces execution.

ABOUT THE AUTHOR
Pamela Gordon Hoad had a career in public service and, more recently, has 
held posts in the voluntary sector. She is now able to indulge her ambition to 
write historical fiction and The Devil’s Stain is her first published novel. It is the 
first of  a series featuring Harry Somers.

Genre: medieval murder mystery/historical fiction
ISBN: 978-1-909411-46-3 Price £7.99
Publisher & website: Mauve Square Publishing www.mauvesquare.com
Available through Amazon as paperback and ebook

daLRIada: a RomanCe 
oF InVenTIon
by Chris Harvie

Chris Harvie’s DALRIADA is a political thriller set on 
the Clyde in World War I with general staffs, plans, 
cabinets, Mister Memory, agents, Lady Chatterley, etc. 
- and added Clydeside common sense, graphically 
expressed:
‘... An give up yon f*ckin pistol! Jerry snipers’ll see 
ye’re an officer an blaw yir heid aff. Carry a rifle an ye look jist wan o us. 
Scruff. An ye’ll maybe live.’

A recently updated fourth reprint of  No Gods and Precious Few 
Heroes is also available by the same author.

ABOUT THE AUTHOR
Besides being a historian of  war and society Chris Harvie 
has read too many thrillers. DALRIADA is the result: an 
entertainment in the style of  a pantomime - from where the 

Great Disraeli invented the political novel: heroines, villains and lots of  ‘Look 
who’s behind you!’ moments ...

Genre: Political thriller
ISBN: 978-1-909305-88-5 Price £6.99
Publisher & website: Capercaillie www.capercailliebooks.co.uk
Available from Capercaillie, Blackwell’s, Waterstones & Amazon

With the Vietnam War as background, life in 1970s 
Australia was a time of  social and political upheaval. 
Bitter, disillusioned and still haunted by past events, 
young Irishman, Oisin Kelly arrives in the Australian 
outback town of  Kilgoolga. As he struggles to come 
to terms with this new and sometimes frightening 
environment, he falls under the spell of  the enigmatic Eleanor Bradshaw. 
This is the second novel about the life of  Oisin Kelly.

ABOUT THE AUTHOR
Iona Carroll is the pen name of  Iona McGregor. An Australian, she has lived 
in the Borders for over 30 years. She is co-editor of  The Eildon Tree, founder 
and tutor of  the Kelso Writers’ Workshop and is currently working on the final 
novel of  the story of  Oisin Kelly, Homecoming: Publication date, 2017.

Genre: Literary
ISBN: 978-1-909411-39-5 Price £8.99
Publisher & website: Mauve Square Publishing www.mauvesquare.com
Distributor & website: Lightning Source/Ingram www.lightningsource.com 
Author blog & website: www.ionacarroll.co.uk

Following on from recent success in 2015 – early 2016, the Borders 
Writers’ Forum will continue with Open Mic Events. The first one on 
Saturday 18th June in the William Hill Room, Corn Exchange, Melrose 
coincides with the Borders Book Festival. Those wishing to read are 
advised to book early as the five-minute (maximum) slots are becoming 
ever more popular. The event is open to everyone over eight years of age 
so the choice of material should be appropriate.

Entrance is free, with refreshments 
available at modest prices. Readers’ 
books are on sale with an opportunity for 
one-to-one discussions with the authors. 

To book a slot or for further details:
email hayleyemberey@gmail.com or ring 
on 07518 381852 or 01896 850706, or see 
the CABN Bulletin.
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continues his journey down memory-lost lane, 
accepting his bread is better buttered on the other side.

ABOUT THE AUTHOR
Toni Parks is the pseudonym of  Tony Parkinson. He started writing at the 
ripe age of  61, on retiring to the Scottish Borders. With a background in 
advertising, although not in the creative field, he challenged himself  to write a 
novel. One became three, with more to come.

Genre: Crime Thriller
ISBN: 978-0-9926261-3-6 304pp Price £7.99 Kindle £1.99
Publisher: Double Elephant Associates
Distributor’s website: www.amazon.co.uk

a hoUSe dIVIded 
 by Margaret Skea

Set in the closing years of  the 16th century, A 
House Divided continues the tale of  a fictional family 
trapped at the centre of  a notorious historic feud. 
The Cunninghame / Montgomerie truce in Ayrshire is 
fragile and, for the Munro family, living in hiding under 
assumed names, these are dangerous times. 
A sweeping tale of  compassion and cruelty, treachery 
and sacrifice set against the backdrop of  feuding 
clans, the French Wars of  Religion and the Great Scottish Witch Hunt of  
1597. 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR
An award-winning short story writer and novelist, Margaret Skea grew up 
in Ulster during the Troubles. Her credits include Neil Gunn, Mslexia, Fish 
and the Beryl Bainbridge Best First Time Novelist 2014 for Turn of  the Tide. 
The sequel, A House Divided, was long-listed for the Historical Novel Society 
New Novel Award 2015 and she was chosen as one of  six Scottish authors 
featured in the Reading Agency Home Grown Talent programme.

Genre: Scottish Historical Fiction
ISBN: 978-0-9933331-0-1 Price £8.99
Publisher: Sanderling Books
Available in all good bookshops and online
Author website: www.margaretskea.com  

Printed by footeprint, Jedburgh • 01835 862667
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‘A dazzling storyteller’ – Amy Scheibe, 
Simon & Schuster 
Dolly the Sheep is anointed by angels, a girl rugby-
scrums Scottish country dancers, an old horse 
bequeaths its bones, an artist wraps a town in a 
shimmering canopy… 23 stories of  extraordinary 
imagination, with a hint of  Scottish Gothic. Many of  
Jules’ stories have won prizes or been adapted for the stage or radio. This 
new collection brings them together for the first time. NANONOVELS is 
another of  Jules’ recent publications.

ABOUT THE AUTHOR
Jules Horne is an award-winning playwright and fiction writer from Hawick. 
Her plays have been broadcast on BBC Radio and she has won two Scotsman 
Edinburgh Festival Fringe Firsts and the RL Stevenson Award. She is a former 
BBC journalist and studied German and French at Oxford University.

Genre: Literary Fiction
ISBN: Wrapped Town 9780993435430 Price £8.99
ISBN: Nanonovels 9780993435416 Price £7.99
Publisher & website: Texthouse www.texthouse.co.uk
Distributor & website: Amazon https://www.amazon.co.uk
Author blog & website: www.juleshorne.com

wRaPPed Town & 
oTheR SToRIeS
 by Jules Horne

LoVe SonGS To The nILGIRI 
hILLS
by Robert Leach

Robert Leach’s fifth collection of  poems has been 
published with financial support from Creative 
Scotland. The poems are an eclectic mix of  
observations, stories and reflections, many from far 
away - India, Russia, Iraq, Ireland. The book includes 
the sequence of  poems retelling the story of  Oisin and 
Niamh of  the golden hair in a modern voice, White Owl Caught in a Thicket.

Genre: poetry
ISBN: 978-1-903171-47-9 Price £7.50
Publisher: Dionysia Press, Edinburgh aBoUT RUSSIa

by Robert Leach

This collection brings together poems written over nearly 
40 years, during which time the author has travelled 
regularly to Russia, working there both in the theatre and 
at Moscow University. It is a heterogeneous collection, 
reflecting the many sides of that extraordinary country.

Genre: poetry
ISBN: 978-1-909289-12-3 Price £4.00

Publisher: QQ Press, Rothesay, Isle of  Bute
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